Supportive Services
Updated: 5/5/2015
Co-Chairs: Susan Kastner, Vicki Kilbride
Goal Statement:  Individuals with disabilities and special needs have access to formal and informal supports they need to thrive as full citizens in Greenville County.
Priority Objective #1:  Create a clearinghouse (database) of information on all existing agencies and services.  
	Action Steps / Tasks
	Timeline
	Who

	1. Send out a survey to Greenville CAN network re: supportive services
2. Identify formal and informal supportive services not identified in the survey to GCAN and send this information to Family Connection to be included in the master list of resources (see Getting Connected Action Plan)
	Done
Ongoing
	Susan, Vicki, everyone


Priority Objective #2:
Identify and implement strategies to ensure individuals with disabilities have access to mentoring relationships. 
 (Mentors can be individuals with or without disabilities)
	Action Steps / Tasks
	Timeline
	Who

	1. Identify existing organizations currently involved in mentoring to partner with.  Or… identify an organization willing to take on this process.
· Big Brothers Big Sisters

· Family Connection?  (not currently doing mentoring but worth exploring)
· Family Council with GCDSNB

· SC Mentor

· Be A Fan Clubs

· Meyer Center Alumni Group

· CRD Autism Program

· Spectrum Program

· Able-SC EQUIP and other peer groups

· David’s Table
· Frazee Dream Center


	Ongoing

	Susan, Vicki, everyone

	2. Identify other communities that engage in mentoring for individuals with disabilities.

-Savannah Citizen Advocacy Program


	Susan, Vicki, Everyone
	Susan, Vicki, everyone

	3. Based on results of #1 and #2, develop and implement an agreed upon plan to move forward.


	??
	Susan, Vicki

	4. Support GCDSNB’s mentoring program for individuals in their care.
	Ongoing
	Everyone


Priority Objective #3
Increase peer to peer support for parents, caregivers, and individuals with disabilities.
	Action Steps / Tasks
	Timeline
	Who

	1. Identify and work with organizations such as Family Connection that currently provide parent / caregiver match ups to build their capacity and increase awareness of their services.

	Ongoing
	Suppt Svcs. & Getting Connected team co-chairs

	2. Identify and work with organizations such as ABLE that provide peer support groups for individuals with disabilities.
· Big Brothers Big Sisters

· Family Connection?  (not currently doing mentoring but worth exploring)
· Family Council with GCDSNB

· SC Mentor

· Be A Fan Clubs

· Meyer Center Alumni Group

· CRD Autism Program

· Spectrum Program

· Able-SC EQUIP and other peer groups

· David’s Table


	Ongoing
	Susan, Vicki

	3. Develop strategies to help parents, caregivers, and individuals with disabilities to identify and build their own support networks.  

-identify existing Facebook groups (social media)

-host town hall type networking events for parents, caregivers, and individuals with disabilities
	Ongoing
	Susan, Vicki


Priority Objective #4
Identify and implement strategies to support parents and caregivers of a child with a new diagnosis, or an individual with a newly acquired disability.
	Action Steps / Tasks
	Timeline
	Who

	1.  Identify an organization that can provide a “Hot Line” for people to call who don’t know where to start. 

	??
	Susan, Vicki, Everyone

	2. Develop or identify and distribute a guide specific to Greenville County and SC that outlines next steps after a new diagnosis.


	??
	Family Connection & other orgs

	3. Develop and offer “New Diagnosis… Now What” workshops.
	Ongoing
	Family Connection & other orgs


